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lent form; in both home and foreign policy there was a new
hesitancy, jerkiness and defensiveness, much aggravated by
the losses and exhaustion caused by the Great War. With a few
distinguished exceptions, such as Clemenceau, the first genera-
tion of political and national leaders had passed from the stage
by 1905 and still more by 1914. Gambetta had died as early as
1882, Gre"vy in 1891, and Ferry in 1893; Renan had died in
1892 and Zola ten years later; Jaures was killed in 1914. Mean-
while a new generation of leaders had come to the front.
Briand and Blum had made themselves known during the
Dreyfus affair: Poincare, Barthou and Herriot were the new
men in politics, as were Maurras, Anatole France, 'Alain',
Duguit and Sorel, in political and social thinking. These very
names reflect how much it was the Dreyfus crisis which threw
up the 6new men' who were to dominate the next generation.1
And these new men represent a new social balance in French
life: a balance in which the forces of conservatism were repre-
sented less by the classes of Church, Army and Aristocracy, and
more by the commercial and financial oligarchy and semi-
Fascist movements such as the Action francaise, the Croix de Feu,
and Jeunesses Patriotes. The first, led by Charles Maurras,
actually dates from Dreyfus days, the others from the nine-
teen-twenties. In this new social balance the forces of the Left
were represented less by doctrinaire Republicans and more
by Socialists, Communists, and the organized syndicalist move-
ments: less by upper middle-class and peasantry, more by
lower-middle class and industrial workers. The social content,
no less than the ideological content, of the alignment of'Right'
and 'Left' Wings changed between 1905 and 1918. With this
1 These names also reflect the new importance of the &ole
Normale, or State teachers' training college—the fountain-head of so
much anti-clerical Republican Radicalism: cf. A. Thibaudet: La
Rtyublique des Professeurs (1927), Chapter X, where it is pointed out
that 'in the Liberal professions, teaching rigorously represents the
class of "new men" . . .' and 'the Radical Republic, born in 18983
naturally found its cadres among these "new men".' Bursary-holders
from the provinces—especially from Lyons—have often become the
normaliens of politics.

